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Unit 13: Land-Use Regulations
Lecture Outline
Learning Objectives:
Students should be able to

•
describe how private landowners and developers can restrict the use of their land;

•
identify and describe the government powers of taxation, police power, and eminent domain, explain the government’s core interest in land-use planning for the future, and explain how direct public ownership of land is a means of land control; and

•
identify and describe the land-use controls put in place at the local, state, or national level, including planning, zoning, subdivision regulations, building codes, safety, public health, and environmental protection.
Key Terms:
abutting

accessory (apartment) uses

air rights

building codes

building permits

census tract

certificate of occupancy (C of O)

condemnation

cul-de-sac

deed restriction

demography

doctrine of laches 
easement

eminent domain

escheat

family units

group homes

home occupations

infrastructure

lead agency

master plan

moratorium

nonconforming use

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP)

police power

restrictive covenant

right of way

setbacks

spot zoning

subdivision regulations

surveys

taking

topography

transfer of development rights

variance

zoning ordinances 

Lecture Outline:
I. Key Terms

II. Private Land-Use Controls

A. Enforcement of deed restrictions
III. Government Involvement
B. Government powers

C. Taxation

1. Protesting assessments

2. Property taxes have first priority as liens
IV. Planning for the future
V. Public Land-Use Controls

D. The master plan
E. Zoning

3. Accessory building/use
4. Nonconforming use

5. Zoning variations

6. Spot zoning

F. Building codes
G. Subdivision regulations
H. Development rights
I. Environmental protection legislation
7. Wetlands

J. Landmark preservation
VI. Key point review
VII. Unit 13 exam
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