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Unit 14: Municipal Agencies
Lecture Outline
Learning Objectives:
Students should be able to
•
explain the function of city/town councils, as well as the role of a village board of trustees, and identify whether these positions are elected or appointed;

•
explain the process of adoption of budget and tax rate;

•
describe the process of subdivision and the issues that must be considered in the approval of a subdivision;

•
explain the function of a planning board and master plan and identify whether the board is elected or appointed;

•
define and describe zoning board of appeals, zoning variances, and special-use permits; and 

•
describe and identify the functions of these municipal agencies/officers: architectural review boards; wetlands commission; historic preservation/landmark commission; buildings department; planning department; tax assessor; receiver of taxes/treasurer; and city/town/village engineer.

Key Terms:
architectural review board

buildings department

conservation advisory council

county health department

historic preservation/landmark commission 

planning boards

receiver of taxes

tax assessors 

village board of trustees

zoning board of appeals 
Lecture Outline:
I. Key Terms

II. City/Town Council
A. New York City Council
B. Syracuse City Council
III. Village Board of Trustees

IV. Adoption of Budget and Tax Rate

V. Subdivision

A. Municipal agencies and officials

B. Planned unit development
VI. Planning Board

VII. The Master Plan

VIII. Zoning Boards of Appeal

C. Zoning variances
IX. Architectural Review Boards

X. Wetlands Commission

XI. Historic preservation/Landmark commission
XII. Buildings Department

XIII. Planning Department

XIV. Tax Assessor

XV. Receiver of Taxes/Treasurer

XVI. City/Town/Village Engineer

D. Septic systems
XVII. Key Point review
XVIII. Unit 14 exam
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