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Unit 18: Environmental Issues
Lecture Outline
Learning Objectives:
Students should be able to

•
summarize long-standing concerns over the subjects of water pollution (including groundwater pollution), waste disposal sites, contamination caused by septic systems, and damage caused by termites;

•
identify and describe contemporary environmental issues that relate to real estate, including asbestos, lead poisoning, radon gas, indoor air quality, PCBs, chlordane, underground storage tanks, electromagnetic fields, and CFCs;

•
describe the four phases of environmental assessments;

•
identify and describe important environmental laws, including CERCLA, SARA, and the laws that regulate underground storage tanks;

•
describe the role of real estate professionals in environmental issues in real estate transactions and what they should do to protect themselves and consumers; and

•
describe the concepts of sustainable housing and green building.

Key Terms:
asbestos

asbestosis

chlordane

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)

Clean Air Act

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)

due diligence

electromagnetic fields

environmental impact statement

Freon

friable

groundwater

lead 

Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST)

mold

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)

radon gas

Safe Drinking Water Act

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA)

underground storage tanks

urea-formaldehyde foam insulation (UFFI) 
Lecture Outline:
I. Key Terms
II. Introduction
III. Long-Standing Issues

A. Water

B. Waste disposal sites
C. Septic systems
D. Termites
IV. Contemporary issues
E. Asbestos

F. Lead poisoning
G. Radon gas
H. Indoor air quality
1. Mold

I. Polychlorinated biphenyls 
J. Chlordane
K. Underground storage tanks

L. Electromagnetic fields

M. Chlorofluorocarbons
V. Environmental Assessments

VI. Legal Considerations

N. Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA)

O. Underground storage tanks
VII. Implications of Environmental Law

P. Liability of real estate professionals
VIII. Building Green

IX. Key point review
X. Unit 18 exam
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